THE HISTORY OF KATHIAWAD

settlement now bore fruit, and the British assumed the
general administration of the province, while they under-
took to collect and pay annually the sums due from the
tribute-paying chiefs to the Marathas. Thus passed away
the last vestige of direct Maratha sway over the penin-
sula, although an officer of the Gaekwad's Government
resided at Amreli in nominal charge of the province for
two years longer*

On the death of Jam Sataji of Nawanagar in A.D. 1820
he had no heir and was succeeded by Jam Ranmalji, son
of Jadeja Jasaji of Bhanwad and adopted son of Jam
JasajL But Bai Achhuba instigated one Jamadar Fakir
Mahomed to attempt what Meraman Khawas had so
successfully accomplished, and to relegate the Jam to the
background, himself carrying on the administration. The
young Jam, however, strongly resented this procedure,
and expelled Fakir Mahomed from Nawanagar, making it
quite clear to all that he intended to administer his State
without interference. He was an intrepid hunter, and
not at all a man to be trifled with.

The Kathis now began again to tire of the, to them,
strange and peaceful existence which they had enjoyed
since Colonel Walker entered the peninsula in A.D. 1807,
and to appease their hunger for fighting they attacked
Bhavnagar territory. The death of Wakhatsinhji in
A.D* 1816 had removed the strong hand they feared, and
in A.D. 1820 the Khuman Kathis of Kundla, under Hada
Khuman, burnt Babariadhar and Barbatana, and plundered
Mitiala and Nesri. The commander of the Bhavnagar
troops at Kundla, hearing of their exploit, and being
joined by detachments from Amreli and Lathi, marched
against the Kathis, who, however, succeeded in evading
him and in reaching the refuge of the Gir Forest. Ghela
Khuman, the son of Hada Khuman, was sufficiently
unfortunate to get cut off, and sought shelter at Amba.
The Lathi detachment pursued him here, and in the fight
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